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fictionalism platonism
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mathematics

! 1, 2, 3 ...

! { x, y, z  }

!
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mathematics linguistics

! 1, 2, 3 ... ! V, N, T

! { x, y, z  } ! VP, NP, TP

!    ! Merge, Move

Linguistics & reality LingLunch, 8 March 2018



6/19

mathematics successful in modeling physical reality
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fictionalism: metaphor
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fictional  �  nonsensical

(1) 2 + 2 = 4

(2) ‘4’ is a prime number
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fictional  �  nonsensical

(1) 2 + 2 = 4

(2) ‘4’ is a prime number
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what about language?
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object of study = the faculty of language

o  modeling
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# not real

# not (necessarily) nonsensical either
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Two consequences

! psychological reality

! evaluation of analyses
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Two consequences

! psychological reality

» physical correlates of the model not obvious

! evaluation of analyses
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Two consequences

! psychological reality

! evaluation of analyses

» must not be empirical but conceptual
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‘minimalism’

! model of the faculty of language

» elements in the model may not be real

» but the model may still be successful

» everything in it must be principled (‘inevitable’)

! if you want to know more

» join our syntax seminar
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