Set comparison in child language

university of

groningen Erik-Jan Smits* & Bart Hollebrandse | *E.].Smits@rug.nl - www.let.rug.nl/~ejsmits :
What is this all about? That'’s why this paper...
About the context dependant domain of the ... experimentally tests the hypothesis that
quantifier zany in (1) which results in the children apply #any's Westerstihl reading to
pragmatically preferred reading (1a) instead of universal quantifiers.

(1b) (Westerstahl, 1985).

(1)  Many French have won the Tour de 0 ﬂ # “# @ 7

France

a. “Many winners of the Tour de
France are French”

b. #“Many of the inhabitants of France
have won the Tour de France”

Answer type

[ ] Westerstahl reading
[ Proportional reading
B cardinal reading

[ other

Mean given answer types (percentages)

(2a)  Many parrots are wearing hats
(2b)  Many of the parrots are wearing hats
(2b)  All parrots are wearing hats

The experiment

Children: 28 Finglish speaking children (age
range 4;1 - 7;3); 17 adults

Are all cowbays riding a horse? Child answer: no, not that one

So what? Items: 18 test items (6 items per quantifier
type) and 2 control yes and 2 con-
trol #o items)

TV] task: 1.- Hither the VP or the NP set was
made salient to make Westerstihl’s

Notes
1 For all sentences with a/, only the
top part of the picture was displayed
(i.e. 5 parrots wearing a hat, 1 dog
wearing a hat and 1 monkey wearing a
hat)
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(1) for many?

reading as optimal or not.

- Do the sentences in (2) describe

the figure above! correctly or not?
2. Can you explain your answer?

Children are argued to restrict the domain
of universal quantifiers in a similar way.
(Drozd & Van Loosbroek, 1999).
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